Crockett County 
High School Band & Guard
Class Syllabus
 Mrs. Leah Foust, Director
Ms. Karen Barker, Assistant Director
Janet Richardson, Color Guard Instructor


Expectations:

The following are the expectations I have for behavior and participation in this class:
1. Be on time for everything.
2. Be prepared for each rehearsal and contest.
3. Be respectful towards your classmates, instructor, and equipment.
4. Be attentive and give your best effort.
5. Be present for all performances and rehearsals.
** No food or drinks are allowed in the band room.  


Behavior Policy: 

Band students, when they are in uniform (whether it be a band t-shirt, or full uniform) represent not only themselves, but also their band, their school, and their community. I expect band kids to be above average and therefore hold them above normal standards.

Band members are expected to not only follow all CCHS policies regarding appropriate student behaviors; they are to go above and beyond by helping their classmates adhere to them as well; however, I know no one is perfect. In the event of a behavior offense, I will first refer to the CCHS student handbook. If the existing school policy does not cover a negative student behavior, the band directors and staff will evaluate behavior and appropriate disciplinary action will be determined based upon the severity of the incident and its impact on the band.  Based upon the severity of the incident appropriate school officials will be notified. 

No matter what offense, discipline may include sitting a student out of one or more performances, lowering corresponding grades, exclusion from a special band trip, or expulsion from the band. 


Public Displays of Affection (PDA):

I know I cannot stop relationships from forming within the band (and don’t want to); however, public displays of affection will not be tolerated while students are associated with the band program (this includes class time, as well as before, during, and after rehearsals, games, or competitions). This includes hugging, kissing, laying or leaning, or anything else that I feel is unacceptable. On any trips, any 2 people in a relationship will not be allowed to sit with each other. Violation of any of the above will be treated as defiance and will incur the corresponding consequences. This year every occurrence of PDA has to be reported to the office. This means PDA will also be added towards demerits on a school level. In addition to these consequences the director reserves the right to add the following consequences… sitting out of one or more performances, lowering corresponding grades, exclusion from a special band trip, or expulsion from the band program. 


Grading:
The following are guidelines I will use to calculate your child’s grade for this upcoming year. Please understand these are just guidelines and are subject to change as the director sees fit.

Handouts	
All handouts are counted as a grade. Returning these by the established deadlines will equal 100. Each day after that will decrease the grade.

Practices
Practices are the keystones to the band program. I have big problems with students skipping and missing practices for minor and avoidable circumstances. The following are examples of grading practices. These are for first offences. If your child repeats these often, deducted points will increase.

If your child is late, take away a point.
If your child doesn’t have their equipment, take away 5 points.
If an absence is excused, take away 10 points (and they have to make up that time)
If an absence is unexcused, take away 20 points (and they have to make up time)

Performances
Band is a group activity that depends on the co-operation and participation of all its members to ensure good results.  Because of this, members of the band are required to participate in all concerts and major performances.  If there is a conflict with anything (including another school activity) it is your responsibility to communicate that well in advance so that we can work out a solution for everyone.  Obviously, performances can not be made up like a test can be made up in another class.  Below is a list of possible deductions when it comes to performances.

On time and have equipment – 100/100
On time without equipment – 90/100
Excused tardy – 90/100 
Unexcused tardy – 75/100
Excused Absence – 80/100
Unexcused Absence – 65/100

Tests
Playing tests and memorization tests make up part of this grade.  I will let you know when these occur so that you have time to prepare well in advance for these and you will not have any problem earning these points!

Excusable absences include but are not limited to:
School schedule conflicts (with 2 weeks prior written notice)
Medical issues (with Dr. excuse)
Excused Absence from school
Death in the family
Important family engagement (excused at the discretion of the directors)
Tutoring (if discussed with teacher and parent prior to the day of)

Unexcused absences include but are not limited to:
School schedule conflicts (without 2 weeks prior written notice)
Any appointments (please schedule appointments around practice and performances)
Driving tests
Homework / Tutoring (when you come to me the day of and say “I have tutoring today”)
Birthdays
Work
Trips (unless discussed with the director and given in writing 2 weeks prior)

BAND Fees:

Band camp fees 		$100		due July 25 
Veteran Band Fee		$50		due September 1
(includes one show shirt and two pair of gloves)
Rookie Band Fee		$85		due September 1
(includes one show shirt and two pair of gloves and one pair of shoes)
Band Accessory Bag 		$30		due at time of order
(OPTIONAL black embroidered accessory bag with name and music notes)
Extra gloves 			$3
Reeds				$3 		(or $30 a box)
Valve Oil			$1
Extra Music			$.25 per copy
Extra Show Shirt		$15


COLOR GUARD Fees:

Color Guard camp fees 		$100		due guard camp
Accessory fees 			$100		due band camp
(includes one pair of gloves, one pair of shoes, one band t-shirt, one accessory bag, one flag bag, and one replacement silk)
Remaining fees 			$?		due September 1 
(to be determined by accessories not yet established)
Rifle				$35		
Gloves				$10		
Extra Show Shirt		$15

[bookmark: Student_Leaders]* Please inform the directors of any financial difficulties you may be having. We are willing to work with you as much as possible to allow students to participate even through these trying times.


Student Leaders: 

Field Commander
The drum major acts as an assistant to the directors.  The responsibilities of the drum major includes, but are not limited to, taking and maintaining absences and tardies, taking up handouts, receipting money, copying music, helping begin rehearsals, and warming up the band.

Band Captain
The band captain will report to the band director the questions and concerns of the section leaders. The band captain will also assist the field commander with the duties of taking and maintaining absences and tardies, taking up handouts, receipting money, and copying music.

Section Leaders/ Color Guard Captain
Section leaders and guard captain are responsible for a particular section of musicians.  They assist the drum major in keeping up those people in their section who are absent or late for rehearsals and/or performances, and they encourage their section members to try their best in terms of participation and attitude.  Section leaders also help set and monitor drill and marching style. This year, section leaders will keep up with restroom breaks. 




Restroom Passes
Students will have 6 restroom passes per 9 weeks. Any student may go to the restroom in the 5 extra minutes before class begins. After warm-up begins, students may use the restroom, however, each time they go to the restroom, their section leader will take note of this. Students get 6 restroom passes for the 9 weeks. For each restroom pass they do not use, students will get one point added to their 9 weeks average. For each time they go over their 6 passes, students will receive a demerit. 

Office/Hall Passes
Students will receive 3 hall passes for the 9 weeks to travel to other classes or to the office. The Field Commander will keep up with these. After students use these 3, they will receive a demerit for each additional pass.

Travel / Transportation:
Students are expected to travel with the band to and from all activities. 
In the event a parent finds it necessary to drive a student to or from a band activity (where group transportation is provided) the following policy will apply: 

1) Prior written notification must be received in advance of the event and approved by the director. 

2) Students will only be permitted to leave with their parents or an adult authorized by the parents. You must be checked out by a director!

Rehearsals:
Rehearsal start time is the time that the band “steps off”. Band Members should arrive 5-10 minutes prior to posted start time to be properly prepared. **REMEMBER: “EARLY IS ON–TIME; ON–TIME IS LATE.”

All Band Members must wear athletic footwear to practice. Sandals are not acceptable. Please wear tennis shoes.

It is important that a professional atmosphere is maintained throughout the entire rehearsal with a minimum of distractions, i.e. no cell phones, talking, gum chewing, etc. Each student should arrive to rehearsal on time and be seated or in formation before the start of rehearsal.

Upon entering the Band Room, please be sure to read posted announcements.
Please keep the Band and Guard Rooms clean and orderly. Put all equipment away in the proper storage areas and place all trash in the proper receptacle.

*Note to parents/guardians about band practices: 
Rehearsal ending time is the anticipated time that the band will stop practicing on the field. (On occasion practices unavoidably run late; please be patient.) I will do my best to finish on time, please do your best to pick up your child on time. I will not leave children unattended on campus for any reason so the later you are, the later I have to stay at school (this also goes for ballgames and competition pick-up as well). I will have both of my children with me since they attend Bells Elementary. The later I stay after practice the less time I have to get them home and ready for the next school day. Last year I had parents that were an hour late on more than one occasion. If there are transportation issues, please let me know and I will try to assist with those. Thank you for helping with this.

Success: 
Knowing that you did better today than yesterday, and that tomorrow you can make it even better. Success isn’t first place; it’s knowing your best performance was given and you can identify goals for the next level of performance. Aim for having your best performance every time you pick up your horn, flag, or rifle.

Crockett County Band & Guard
Participation Agreement


I understand that my personal commitment to practice and cooperate with the Marching Band is critical to the success of the band program as a whole.  I also understand that by signing this paper, I agree that I have read and understand these rules and procedures. I also understand that upon signing this, disregarding these rules and procedures will result in various punishments included, but not limited to a lower grade, demerit, Tuesday/Thursday school with Mrs. Foust, suspension from or even dismissal from the band program.


I agree to do my best to…
· attend all practices and performances.
· arrive on time for all practices and performances and to come with a positive attitude, musically prepared and physically ready to perform.
· memorize my music, routine, and drill and to perform and participate at my personal best.
· participate with my fellow band members to promote comradery and cooperation of effort towards performance excellence.
· bring Pride to the Marching Cavalier Band by showing respect to all other bands and spectators, even those who do not show us the same courtesy. 


I have read the following procedures in the marching band handbook and agree to uphold the expectations set therein.
· Behavior
· Public Displays of Affection
· Grading
· Fees
· Passes (Restroom and Hall)
· Transportation
· Rehearsal



____________________________________________	______________________
		Band Member Signature				      Date


____________________________________________	______________________ 
		Parent/ Guardian Signature				      Date


http://www.milaca.k12.mn.us/HighSchool/HSMusic/MilacaBandSite/pdfsandwords/MB2008Handbook.pdf

http://www.pianodesk.com/bolivar/band.htm

http://www.piedmontband.org/Download.html

http://www.sintonisd.net/Teaching/rflores/Sinton%20Band%20Program%20Guidelines%20_2_.pdf
switching instrument guidelines


