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CROCKETT COUNTY BAND BOOSTERS

WHO AND WHAT ARE THE BAND BOOSTERS?

The CCHS Band Boosters is a non-profit organization that is governed by a constitution and by-laws comprised of band parents or other interested adults.

WHAT DO THE BAND BOOSTERS DO?

The Crockett County Band Boosters support all facets of the Crockett County Band program by (1) establishing a closer relationship between home and the band activities of the school. (2) Assists in providing financial support for activities, music equipment and materials (not provided for in the regular school budget), educational trips, band camp and scholarships as funds allow. (3) aid and assist the band program and to encourage parent and community involvement in all aspects of the instrumental music program that fosters educational development of the students and to (4) conduct fund raising activities to support all of the above.

WHY ARE THE BAND BOOSTERS IMPORTANT TO THE PROGRAM?

The Band Director is given limited resources to support the band program and therefore the CCHS Band Program relies on parental and Band Booster support to not only maintain its current level of programming, but also to expand to a higher level of excellence. The amount of parental involvement in the CCHS Band Boosters is directly proportionate to the quality of the band program.

HOW CAN I GET INVOLVED IN THE BAND BOOSTERS?

Meetings are held on the second Monday of each month at 6:30 p.m. in the band room. A listing of the Band Boosters officers and their telephone numbers can be found at the end of this booklet.

Parent volunteers are the backbone of the CCHS band program! 

Your child would not have a band program without the support of parents. 

Get involved!
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BAND BOOSTER COMMITTEES

Listed below are the band committees as stated in the newly adopted Constitution and By-laws. If you have not been asked to serve on a committee, please feel free to approach any committee chair (listed at the end of this handbook). We could always use your help!
Chaperone Committee

· Assisting in assuring proper behavior and welfare of the band while away from school 

· Recruiting chaperones for each activity as needed 

· Maintaining medical release forms for all students in the Band 

· Maintaining access to emergency medical supplies to chaperones on band trips 

· Work with the Travel Committee to prepare trip-planning package for chaperones, including the delineation of responsibilities and schedules of duty

Publicity Committee

· Publicize awards and recognition received by the band or individual members 

· Coordinate fundraising marketing efforts 

· Interface with all local media to showcase the CC Band

Hospitality Committee

· Prepare cold drinking water and snacks in coolers; distribute drinks in the stands after half-time show and provide drinks before and after competitions 

· Coordinate refreshments during the Christmas and Spring concerts

· Arrange snacks and drinks for extended bus trips 

· Assist with decorating at the Band Banquet and/or Picnic

Stadium Setup Committee (Pit Crew)

· Secure adequate seating for the band and support personnel at all home and away games 

· Moving instruments and props on and off the field at all performances as needed 

· Work with the Hospitality Committee to transport drinks to the stadium

· Arrange transportation for all equipment when the Band is required to perform away from school

Fundraising Committee

· Develop an annual plan of fundraising consistent with the requirements of the approved annual operating budget 
· Implement the approved plan of fundraising through the establishment of project committees

· Oversee implementation and distribution of fundraisers

Transportation Committee

· Arrange adequate lodging, meals, and entertainment arrangements for band trips 

· Work with the Chaperone Committee to prepare trip-planning package for chaperones, including the delineation of responsibilities and schedules of duty

· Assist with the planning and implementation of all travel arrangements. 

· Arrange adequate transportation for band members and chaperones when the Band is required to perform away from school 

· Work with the Prop Committee and Stadium Setup Committee to arrange adequate transportation for the band equipment when the Band is required to perform away from school 

· Make restaurant reservations for the Band 

· Provide maps and directions

Uniform Committee

· Distribute band uniforms before each band event and store them in an orderly fashion 

· Maintain and clean the uniforms as needed 

· Order band shirts for Band members and Association members in the Fall 

· Make sure that uniforms are packed and loaded on equipment truck for travel events

· Hem and repair to ensure all uniforms are “competition ready.”

· Before each performance, check every student to make sure they are “competition ready.” 

(see uniform section)

Concession Committee

· Organize persons to work concessions at all home ballgames

· Ensure responsibilities are completed including setting up, cooking, selling, and cleaning up concession after every game 

· Organize and manage contents of concession stand

Color Guard Committee

· Work with Guard leadership and Directors to get uniform material, patterns, flags, and equipment ready 

· Assist the Uniform Committee in obtaining measurements and sizes for color guard costumes 

· Act as a liaison between Directors, guard parents and the Association
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BAND PICNIC
The Band Boosters sponsor a band picnic every year in May to celebrate and honor all band members along with their parents. Seniors are given special recognition and are eligible for a complimentary band banquet ticket when all accounts are paid, and items returned to the band. Awards, prizes, good food and great fun are all part of the celebration.

Band Camp
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Band Camp — 

· The marching band season officially begins at band camp.  (Sectionals may meet throughout the summer months, please look for these.)  

· Band Camp this year will be at CCHS July 17-21 and 24-28. Both weeks of camp will be from 8:00 – 5:00.

· Instruction comes from the director, hired instructors, and upperclassmen. The many hours spent together help build camaraderie and friendships. 

*** Parents should please encourage your child to eat three substantial meals a day while at camp. Band camp is not a time for your child to worry about their weight. Students will work many hours each day in the sun and will work off many more calories than they usually do. It is imperative that students eat properly. Failure to do so may cause sickness, nausea, weakness and fainting spells. The staff is there to help ensure that the students have a successful camp experience. If they become aware of a student that is not eating on a regular basis, parents will be notified.

Medical Information or Concerns:

Please alert the director in advance of any medical conditions which may be of importance during the camp. Students who required self medication items such as inhalers, epi-pens, may carry them during camp.

Band Camp Check-list:

_ Instrument

_ Snacks

_ Lunch or Dinner in a small cooler marked with their name

_ LOTS OF WATER OR GATORADE

_ Patience and More Patience

_ Sunscreen, sunscreen and um oh yeah sunscreen.

_ Bug Repellent

_ Good Sneakers – the kids will be on their feet all day

_ Shorts and lightweight clothing (tank tops-not acceptable for school attire-are not acceptable for band camp)

Continued Practice

Regular practices will continue after school through November. It takes many, many hours of practice to put a good show on the field. Most practices occur on Tuesdays and Thursdays until 4:30. Practiced will be added or subtracted at the directors discretion. Please check the Charms website for continued updates.
Students need to be prepared to go outside in the hot afternoon. They need to EAT LUNCH. Just like at band camp, we will work off whatever they eat at lunch. If they don’t eat, there is a good chance they could get sick or even pass out from the heat.

And, yes, there is practice when it rains.

Uniforms
Uniforms — all marching band uniforms are provided.  (This year we will have new uniforms. This makes this section even more pertinent to read.)

· Uniforms are assigned by number and your child will be responsible for remembering that number as well as keeping up with all parts of their uniform.

· Since band uniforms are very expensive, it is imperative that the students take care of them. 
· When hemming pants, they should be hemmed to military standards. The hem of the pant must not break when standing. Please do not cut the material when hemming.

· Each fall, the director and/or and uniform parent will instruct the students in the proper way to wear the uniform, hang the uniform, store shoes and return everything to the uniform rack.  

· There will be “pop” grades also for uniform maintenance.
· Students will be required to replace missing or damaged uniform parts at director’s discretion. Replacement costs will be in the appendix of the student handbook.

Shoes — Marching Band Shoes are incorporated in your student’s band fees and will ordered during or immediately following band camp.   
· Black socks are mandatory for all marching members.  Students will NOT be allowed to march in anything but. 
· Prior to each competition, students should shine and polish their shoes.  Please do this at home.  Once at school, students do not need to take time to do this.

Gloves — Instrumentalists wear black gloves as part of their marching band uniform.  
· Two pairs of gloves are incorporated into your student’s band fees. Should your student need another pair, there will be a nominal fee to cover this cost. 
Show T-shirt — A unique T-shirt is designed each year highlighting the band’s show. 

· One show shirt will be incorporated in your student’s band fee.

· The students must wear them every time the band performs (football games and competitions) with jeans or khaki shorts or pants. (pants must not show under the uniform)  Band t-shirts give the students a uniform look while not in uniform.
· Parents, siblings, and even grandparents are welcome to purchase a T-shirt to wear and show of pride for their band! Please look to order these during band camp. These are offered at a reasonable cost.  

Things to remember:

· During the warmer months, it gets HOT in uniforms. Students should wear light clothing under their uniform.

· However, it does get cold by the end of marching season. Students should wear warm clothing under their uniform and bring warmer layers for after they perform. ‘Hand warmers’ and earmuffs are a great idea as well for after performance warming.
· Oftentimes the schedule does not allow for dinner until AFTER the performance. Please make sure your child brings a snack for the bus ride. All competition sites have food, however, students often-times cannot get to them until after the performance. Food is priced different at each site. Students are encouraged to bring $5-10 for food. 

· Members of the Pit do not wear gloves or hat and plume.
Competitions

Competitions — many people think the purpose of marching bands is to perform at football games and parades. They do these things, but the real focus of the marching band is to compete at Marching Band Competitions. 

· Competitions take place at high schools around the state. 

· Family and friends are encouraged to attend the competitions – an enthusiastic crowd can often influence the judges.  

· Admission charges to regular season competitions are generally in the $5/person range. 

· Your student will not be charged to get into the competition, but may need spending money for drinks or meals. 

· Over the past few years, the band boosters have been providing nutritious meals for the students.  We provide healthy snacks and meals before, during and after the competitions.  You may be asked to bring something for the students, or asked to send money to cover the meal expenses.   

· Occasionally, band parents provide a meal to ease the cost to students. If you would like to help with this, please let us know.
· There are expenses associated with competitions including show entry fee (individual and group), instructional staff, bus transportation, show design, equipment transportation, as well as food and refreshments for the band members. The CCHS Band Boosters assume (through fund raising) a large portion of the expenses.

Competition Etiquette – Students should be closely chaperoned during band events.  

· Students must sit with the group at all football games and competitions.  

· Most meals and activities are planned out to ensure everyone stays together as a group.  

· Chaperones carry the band bags that include medical forms and basic health supplies, should your child need anything they should see a chaperone.

· After being seated as a group in the stadium, students are allowed to go in groups to the restroom, concessions, gift tents, etc. 

· Students are never to leave the stadium without the permission and accompaniment of a director and/or a chaperone.

· While this may not be as fun for the students – it ensures the student’s safety and protection.

Medical Form – Each student is required to have a complete medical form on file prior to the first competition.  

PDA – Each student is required to follow the Crockett County handbook in regards to Public Display’s of Affection (or PDA).  Kissing, excessive touching and other inappropriate behavior is not allowed.  Inappropriate behavior will not be tolerated and band parents should not be shy about asking students to alter their conduct!  

CHECKLIST FOR COMPETITIONS:

__ All uniform parts (Jacket, Pants, Shoes, Hat, Gloves)


__ Black socks

__ Instrument

__ Handwarmers (during cold season)

__ Appropriate clothing for the weather

__ A competitive spirit and the desire to perform to the best of their ability!

Overnight Band Trips
· During band trips, parents provide ‘round the clock hall monitoring and chaperoning.    
· Students are required to stay with the group unless otherwise instructed.
· Students must follow conduct stated in the school handbook.
· Students leaving rooms after check-in will be sent home at the expense of their parents and discharged from the band program.
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“OH NO!! NOT MORE FUND RAISERS!!

Unfortunately fund raisers are a necessary evil to maintain and enhance your child’s band program! A high quality band program costs money. In a perfect world there would be unlimited funding for instruments, band uniforms, transportation, awards, music, band camp, trips, and refreshments for practices and competition. Expenses for marching season alone include show design, music, sectional instructional staff, special uniforms, flags, equipment operation and transportation fees, and competition entry fees. Regretfully we don’t live in that perfect world, so yes. . . . . . We must have fund raisers.

Fund raisers are directed by the Band Booster organization and scheduled by the school. Proceeds from fund raisers are divided between the Band Boosters checking and savings account. Unless otherwise stipulated, funds are equally divided into these 2 accounts. The first account is a general account. The second account is a savings account. This past year (2005-2006) the savings account was used for the purchase of our new uniforms as well as the new trailer. 

TYPES OF FUND RAISERS
Concessions

Spaghetti Supper

Stew Sale
We will have one other large fundraiser during the year that the students help sell. This past year we sold cookie dough. We will let you know what this year’s fundraiser plans to be.
Don’t want to fundraise? Donations are ALWAYS acceptable.
BAND FEES

This year’s band fees will be $ 150 for new band members.
This will cover:

Band Camp (to pay instructors)

Shoes

2 pr. Black gloves

1 shirt
** Returning students will pay $125 provided they do not need new marching shoes.

Band Fees can be divided into installments. There are two band fee options.  

Option #1:  $150.  

Option #2:  Pay $50 installments, 1 in May, 1 in June, and 1 in July.    

OTHER BAND RELATED EXPENSES

The purpose of this section of the handbook is to ease the shock of expenses related to High School Band.
The majority of expenses are related to marching season (August – November). Listed below is a sampling of expected costs associated with High School band, (costs may be subject to change) Please remember one very important thing – the experience and memories you and your child will have in High School band are priceless!

_ Marching shoes (replacements)

_ Show shirt (Parents often order a shirt for themselves and wear them at competitions to show support. Parent shirts are not included in the band fee)
_ Black socks

_ Admission fee to competitions (for parents and siblings)

_ Admission fee to football games. Season passes may be purchased from the Athletic Boosters.

_ Competition Programs

_ Food and refreshment money for students at the competitions (also for parents who attend)

_ School sponsored band pictures

_ Pictures, DVD’s & videos sold at State Finals

_ Band Banquet

_ Solo & Ensemble entry fees

_ Donations of bottled water, fruit or money to purchase them.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION & RESOURCES

(or, how do I find out about what is going on other than relying on my child to bring home information!)

The Band Director and the Band Boosters post information about upcoming events, fund raisers, rehearsals, band camp, etc., in the band room. The bulletin board in the band room contains flyers, forms and notices. Parents have been observed staring at the wall of notices muttering “I didn’t know about that!” Note to new freshman parents – yes, students are actually given information about upcoming events, but somehow it gets lost once they leave the band room! 
SO HOW CAN YOU BE KEPT INFORMED?
· Visits to the band room.

· ATTEND MONTHLY BAND BOOSTER MEETING (Second Monday of each month at 6:30 p.m)

· Visit the Charms website at charmsmusic.com – school code - crockettcountyband. This contains handouts, calendar, news as well as various links for other helpful information. Your child will also receive an individual password that lets you look at his financial information and many other topics.
Most importantly, remember that every single band parent was once lost

and overwhelmed! Those parents who seem to know what is going on

are that way because they have gotten involved – involved with the

band and therefore involved with their kids. Those are the same parents

who have smiles on their faces, pride in their hearts, occasional tears in

their eyes and who at the end of a concert or marching competition

profess that being a band parent is an incredibly rewarding experience

and worth all the time and energy.

That pride and joy can be yours – become involved!
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If you have any questions or concerns, don’t hesitate to ask!
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Contact Information

Director, Keith Baumgardner – 731-695-8030 – BAUMGARDNERK@CCSCHOOLS.NET
Assistant Director, Leah Foust – 731-695-4049 – FOUSTL@CCSCHOOLS.NET
Band Booster Executive Board
President – Kelly Hayes

Vice-President – Jimmy Anderson

Secretary – Gayla Mayfield

Treasurer – Renee Campbell

Committee Chairs

Chaperone Committee – Renee Campbell & Audrey McLemore


Color Guard Committee – 

Concession Committee – Renee Campbell & Audrey McLemore

Fundraising Committee – Vanessa Anderson & Gina Hartley

Hospitality Committee – Carrie Borrow, Gina Hartley

Publicity Committee – Karen Welch

Stadium Setup Committee (Pit Crew) – Rick Burrow & Mark Hartley

Transportation Committee – Rick Burrow

Uniform Committee – Carrie Borrow

Webmaster – Jimmy Anderson
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