UNDERSTANDING THE

CROCKETT COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL BANDS

In the fall, you have the Crockett County High School Marching Cavalier Band.
Marching Band performs in marching competitions, half- time shows at home football games, parades, as well as other performance experiences. Requires attendance at preband camp and band camp. Marching Band practice and competitions is from August through November. Travel to competitions is required.
Immediately following Marching Season, we enter the Christmas season. During this season we have the Christmas parades and the Christmas concert.

In the spring, we have the CCHS Concert Band. Members of this ensemble have the possibility to play in the following:

Honors Band is where students are given the opportunity to audition for and be recognized by a number of honors bands throughout the State of Tennessee sanctioned by the West Tennessee Band and Orchestra Association (WTSBOA) and various universities.
Solo and Small Group Ensembles perform in coordination with scheduled band concerts and the District and State Solo and Ensemble Contest. Although not required, it is strongly recommended that students enhance their musical experience by participating in Solo and Ensemble.

Introduction to Marching Band

Welcome! You and your child are about to embark on an exciting new experience. We believe participation in marching band develops life-enhancing qualities in young people. Besides being fun, band membership teaches music appreciation, teamwork, dedication and responsibility. The purpose of the band boosters is to help our students participate fully in band activities through encouragement and support. The following information is intended to help you understand and make the most of this special time.
The Show — the routine learned by the band is referred to as their “show”.
· It consists of the music and drill. 
· Drill is the term for the marching and formations performed by the band. 
· Guard members perform flag work, rifle tosses and spins and are a crucial part of the visual aspect of the show. While there will be improvement and minor changes in the show over the course of the season, it remains basically the same week to week.

Competitions — many people think the purpose of marching bands is to perform at football games and parades. They do these things, but the real focus of the marching band is to compete at Marching Band Competitions. 

· Competitions take place at high schools around the state. 

· Family and friends are encouraged to attend the competitions – an enthusiastic crowd can often influence the judges.  

· Competitions are generally all-day affairs, which are fun and exciting to watch. Some have just a preliminary competition where our band competes only against others in their class. If the competition also has finals, the top bands from all classes then compete against each other. 
· Each student is responsible for loading their own instrument or equipment each week before competitions.   

· Preliminary awards are announced at the conclusion of the preliminary competition, and finals awards at the end of finals competition. 

· Admission charges to regular season competitions are generally in the $5/person range. 

· Your student will not be charged to get into the competition, but may need spending money for drinks or meals. 

· Over the past few years, the band boosters have been providing nutritious meals for the students.  We provide healthy snacks and meals before, during and after the competitions.  You may be asked to bring something for the students, or asked to send money to cover the meal expenses.   

· We provide meals due for safety and scheduling reasons.  Sometimes, if the schedule allows some flexibility, we will go out to eat. 

· Our band attends five to seven regular competitions each season. The season concludes with the State Marching Band competition in early November. 

Color Guard
· The color guard is the group that contributes to the visual interpretation of the show.  

· Also referred to as the “auxiliary.”

· If you hear, “weapons” do not worry.  We don’t pack heat!  It is the rifles and swords that the guard members toss and maneuver to interpret the show.

Drumline and Pit 

· The drum line refers to the marching drummers. The drum line is an integral part of the speed and rhythm of the show.

· The pit (or battery) is the percussion instruments staged from the sidelines.  Keyboards, Timpani, percussion accessories (toys) and chimes are just some of the “pit” instruments.

· During competitions, the “pit crew” is a group of parents who carry side-line equipment onto the field. They also assist in loading and unloading the equipment truck.

· All parents are welcome to participate in the pit crew (please see the committee section for more information.)

The Field Commander — the band is led by the field commander.

· The Field Commander is an upper class band member who has tried out and been selected for this position.  
· Field commanders are asked to represent the band during the award ceremonies at the competitions. 
· Often senior band members and members of the percussion and color guard are invited to send a representative as well.
Classes — Class size is determined by both band size and school size (depending on the competition).  

· Classes at most competitions are divided so as to give the greatest possibility of a successful outcome.

Judges score the performing bands from the press box. 
· Each band is evaluated in four areas: Music Performance, Visual Performance, General Effect Music, and General Effect Visual. 
· The judges’ comments are taped and given to the director so that the band may listen to and learn from the comments.   

· Bands are scored and tabulated.   Awards vary from competition to competition.  

· Most competitions also provide a video of the performance.  These are always viewed in class the following week. Sometimes they may be viewed immediately following the competitions (depending on the time.)  
Awards — the awards given may vary somewhat from one competition to the next. 
· Awards for best guard or best percussion may be given in addition to those for 1st, 2nd, 3rd place, etc. 
· Occasionally, a competition will throw in an award for the pit crew.
